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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Digital media have given new urgency to a number of  long-standing social and political issues. 
Surveillance is one of  them. From facial recognition algorithms to predictive policing software, 
emerging technology is being employed in various forms to monitor, discipline, and control our lives. 
This course will take stock of  the infrastructure of  digital surveillance that has emerged and spread 
globally in recent decades, the nexus of  code and capitalism that underpins it, and its impact on 
human security, agency, and identity. Students will learn about the differential effects of  digital 
surveillance on different communities and trace its roots to the history of  slavery and colonialism. The 
course will also discuss regulatory and civil society challenges to surveillance, along with the use of  
digital technology to surveil the powerful in turn. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

The class will meet twice every week. Monday will be Lecture Day, when Dr. Shahin will explain the 
theme of  the week in the light of  the week’s readings and other study materials. Friday will be 
Discussion Day,  when 2 student Discussion Leaders will lead open class discussions on the weekly 
theme (see Assessment for details). 

All students are expected to attend all class meetings in person on campus. They are also expected to 
complete the readings and other study materials before the Monday meeting and be ready to answer 
questions based on them as well as participate earnestly in the Friday discussions. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

By the end of  this course, students should be able to: 

Knowledge 
1. Understand digital surveillance as the modern-day manifestation of  a historical process of  

social control. 
2. Explain the actors, technologies, and processes through which digital surveillance is enacted. 
3. Explain the relationship between digital surveillance and capitalism, identity, and power. 

Skill 
4. Analyse examples of  digital surveillance based on empirical data from reliable sources. 
5. Apply theories and concepts to explain various aspects of  such cases and their broader 

societal/academic significance. 

Character 
6. Critically evaluate how digital surveillance might affect their lives and of  those around them. 
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STUDY MATERIALS 
• Routledge Handbook of  Surveillance Studies (available as eBook through the TiU online library) 
• Additional readings and audio-visual materials are available via Canvas (see Modules) 

ASSESSMENT 

1. Discussion Leader (20% of  final grade) 

Each student will serve as Discussion Leader once during the course. As Discussion Leader, your 
duties are to: 

• Identify an empirical research paper that draws on one or more concepts from the week’s 
readings. Send the pdf  to Dr. Shahin by Wednesday, so it may be posted on Canvas. 

• Do a 10-12-minute presentation in Friday’s class, covering (a) your explication of  relevant 
concepts, (b) a detailed summary of  the research paper, focusing on how the concepts help 
better understand the empirical findings and their significance, and (c) pose 2 questions based 
on the paper/concepts for class discussion. Keep your questions specific but open-ended. 

• Post any one of  your two questions on Canvas Discussions for the class to respond to. 

2. Online Response (20% of  final grade) 

Each student will write a brief  response (50-200 words) every week to 1 question posted by either 
of  the week’s Discussion Leaders on Canvas Discussions. Your response should be to-the-point and 
informed by class readings/discussions, although you may draw upon other readings or life 
experiences as well to write. All 7 responses must be submitted by 20 October. 

3. Research Paper: Case Study (60% of  final grade) 

Each student will write an empirical research paper of  about 3,000 words, based on a case study 
related to digital surveillance. The “case” could be a piece of  surveillance technology, a regulation that 
enables or curtails surveillance, a company engaged in surveillance, a person/organization/movement 
that works against surveillance, and so on. You will collect data about your case from publicly available 
sources and analyse it in the light of  ideas and concepts you have learnt during the course.  

Submit a brief  research proposal via Canvas email by 30 September, identifying your research 
topic/question, the concepts you want to use for analysis, and how you would collect and analyse your 
data. The final paper will be due on 28 October. The resit deadline will be 25 November. 

The paper should also be formatted according to the guidelines of  the Diggit magazine. The best 
papers will be considered for publication in the magazine.  

Your grade will be based on your ability to: 
• Select an empirical case study; 
• Describe the case you are writing about concisely;  
• Pose a research question regarding the societal and/or academic relevance of  this case; 
• Introduce and explain the concepts that will help you answer the research question; 
• Explain, very briefly, how you collected data for your study; 
• Analyse the case by applying the selected concepts; 
• Summarize your findings and discuss the relevance of  your findings. 

*Note: There is a zero-tolerance policy for plagiarism in this course. Any form of  plagiarism/self-plagiarism will lead to 
a zero grade for the assignment. 
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COURSE CALENDAR 

Week 1. Surveillance, Privacy and Power 
Mon 29 Aug (RTZ 3) / Fri 2 Sep (CZ 118) 

• Marx. “Your Papers please”: personal and professional encounters with surveillance (Handbook) 
• Lessig. Privacy 
• Snowden. Surveillance is about power 

Week 2. From Panopticon to Societies of  Control 
Mon 5 Sep (RTZ 3) / Fri 9 Sep (CZ 118) 

• Elmer. Panopticon—discipline—control (Handbook) 
• Deleuze. Postscript on the Societies of  Control 
• Documentary Network. Panopticon (required: until ~15 min | recommended: full video) 

Week 3. Surveillance, Identity and Coloniality 
Mon 12 Sep (RTZ 3) / Fri 16 Sep (CZ 118) 

• Jenkins. Identity, surveillance and modernity (Handbook) 
• Sa’di. Colonialism and surveillance (Handbook) 
• Pallitto & Heyman. Theorizing cross-border mobility: Surveillance, security and identity 

Week 4. Surveillance as Biopower 
Mon 19 Sep (RTZ 3) / Fri 23 Sep (CZ 118) 

• Ceyhan. Surveillance as biopower (Handbook) 
• Browne. Digital epidermalization 
• PONARS Eurasia. Biopolitics of  the Pandemic 

Week 5. The Surveillance-Industrial Complex 
Mon 26 Sep (RTZ 3) / Fri 30 Sep (CZ 118) 

• Zuboff. Surveillance capitalism 
• Hayes. The surveillance-industrial complex (Handbook) 
• Burke. A network analysis of  the US surveillant assemblage 
• ENDEVR. America’s surveillance state 

Week 6. Dataveillance 
Mon 3 Oct (RTZ 3) / Fri 7 Oct (CZ 118) 

• Andrejevic. Automating Surveillance 
• Esposti. When big data meets dataveillance 
• Washington Post. 98 personal data points that Facebook uses to target ads to you 

Week 7. Regulation and Sousveillance 
Mon 10 Oct (RTZ 3) / Fri 14 Oct (CZ 118) 

• Regan. Regulating surveillance technologies (Handbook) 
• Channel 4 News. GDPR explained 
• Borradaile. Sousveillance capitalism
• Houwing & Van Eck. Police bodycams as equiveillance tools
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